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      Mentions légales

      Résumé

      Cet ouvrage décrit le procès de Michel Servet, homme de talent, à Genève, qui se termina tragiquement le 27 octobre 1553 quand il fut brûlé vif sur le bûcher. Qui furent les responsables ? On pense d'abord à Calvin car il semblait contrôler Genève à cette époque-là. Les sources nous apprennent cependant que Calvin devait lutter tel un Troyen contre une faction féroce, une xénophobie envers les réfugiés, la ridiculisation de son ministère, ainsi que contre la colère et la peur du peuple. Le Conseil de Genève s’engagea sur un chemin délicat avec une consultation de ses alliés réformés (les villes-Etats de Bâle, Berne, Schaffhouse et Zürich). Michel Servet avait rejoint les Enfants de Genève, groupe de pression non négligeable. Cette décision s’avéra désastreuse. Mais comment l'Espagnol Michel Servet aurait-il pu connaître les tenants et aboutissants de tous ces courants ? Tout donne à penser que Michel Servet était davantage au courant qu’on avait pu l’imaginer.

      *
**

      Abstract

      This book describes the trial in Geneva of Michael Servetus, a talented man, which ended in a tragedy: on 27 October he got burnt at the stake. Who or which institute was responsible? Frequently one hints at Calvin, because he allegedly controlled Geneva in that time. In the sources, however, then Calvin had to fight as a Trojan against the combined forces of fierce factionalism, xenophobia against refugees, ridiculisation of the ministry, popular anger and fear. Geneva’s Council followed a wavering course, which caused a deadlock that some tried to break by a consultation of their reformed allies (the city-states Basel, Bern, Schaffhausen and Zürich). In the midst of the power struggle Servetus had joined hands with the Enfants, a pressure group, and from hindsight this move was desastrous. Might Servetus, who as a Spaniard was unaware of the specific circumstances, have known? There exists a thread that he was more in the know than one would expect from a foreigner.
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      Dedication

      
For our children and grandchildren:

      

      
        Life is fascinating

      

      
        with all its variety,

      

      
        zest, adversities,

      

      
        infinite expanse,

      

      
        microscopic bits;

      

      
        being great

      

      
        to stick with.

      

      

    

  

  


		

    
		

  
    
      Epigraph

      
        

        I prefer a too great mildness or timidity at the sides of governments and myself above giving in too soon 
to the cruelty of the sword

      

      Nicolaus Zurkinden, prominent diplomat of Bern, in a letter to Calvin on 10 Feb. 1554 (CO 15, 20).
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      Introduction

      
        Tragedy

        
Today many people would back away from attendance of the execution of a human being. In the 16th century, however, such events would usually attract crowds of bystanders. The victim had to play the leading role in a symbolic act which represented the transitoriness of human life and the necessity to straighten out wrongs before entering the Last Ordeal.

        On Friday 27 October 1553
 people accompanied a man in Geneva from his prison in the former residence of the bishop, the Evêché, to the place for executions, called Champel, a short distance outside the city’s walls. In a communication from someone who officially escorted the man in his last hours, we are told that the poor wretch was admonished on his way to the stake by several people to frankly confess his guilt and errors. The victim, however, had answered that “he suffered and was sacrificed unjustly” and in a reference to the story of Jesus’ execution in the Gospel of Luke (23.34) prayed God to deal mercifully with his accusers. Thereupon his escort had burst out: “How dare you justify yourself when you have committed such a severe fault? When you continue to do so, I will let God’s ordeal do its work and not accompany you any longer.” Thereupon the victim continued his last journey in silence and only asked forgiveness for his unintended errors, ignorance and faults. But “a full confession” was out of the question, as his escort would bitterly note later on. Instead of pleading guilty he had requested the bystanders several times “to pray to God for him.”
 All in all, it was a horrible affair in conformity with a practice from centuries ago.

        
The official escort of the victim was the then 64-year-old Guillaume Farel, who in the years 1532-1536 had led the transition of Geneva from the Catholic to the Protestant Church and then became Geneva’s leading reformed minister until his banishment in the summer of 1538
 (together with the 20 years younger John Calvin whom he had appointed as his co-minister), and had since held the same function in Neuchâtel (whereas Calvin was recalled to Geneva in the summer of 1541). From Neuchâtel Farel had arrived in Geneva at the last moment to conduct the victim to the stake.
 

        The man brought to the stake was Michael Servetus, about 44 years old. Born in the north of Spain in the village Villanueva de Sigena (about 70 km west of the present Lérida); later he would use a pseudonym referring to this village, i.e., Michael de Villeneuve or Villanovanus; he had studied law at the university of Toulouse, attended the coronation of Charles V as emperor in Bologna in February 1530
, travelled to Basel that summer where he stayed for more than six months in the household of Basel’s 
chief minister, the reformer Johannes Oecolampadius. After that he had departed to Strasbourg to meet the reformers Martin Bucer and Wolfgang Capito; in 1531 he published De Trinitatis erroribus libri septem
,
 printed in Hagenau, which would impose on him the bad reputation of being a heretic because of his criticism of the central Christian doctrine of the Trinity about which he had discussed with the above mentioned reformers.
 In 1532 he repeated his criticism somewhat qualified in a book, printed again in Hagenau and titled Dialogorum de Trinitate libri duo
. Under the pseudonym de Villeneuve, to avoid troubles because of his unconventional belief, he appeared in Lyon, where he worked as a corrector and in 1535 edited Ptolemy’s Geographicae enarrationes
, and thereafter in Paris where he studied medicine and astrology, and published Syruporum universa ratio
 which went into five editions. In several branches of knowledge he achieved some renown. In summer 1538 he practised as a physician in Charlieu (about 60 km north-west of Lyon), in 1541 he worked in Lyon as an editor of the second edition of the Latin Bible of Santes Pagnini (published in 1542) and after that he settled in Vienne (about 20 km south of Lyon) as the physician of archbishop Pierre Palmier who almost certainly did not know his identity as Servetus. About 1547 he conducted an extensive correspondence of 30 letters with Calvin (about the same age as Servetus) and sent him parts of a new book, 
Christianismi restitutio.

 In it Servetus renewed his criticism of the doctrine of the Trinity and also opposed infant baptism, a second cornerstone of Christianity. In March 1553
 he was examined by the Inquisition in Vienne, which was alerted by letters from Geneva, but he withstood his interlocutors by throwing dust into their eyes, and they saw themselves obliged to let him go. However, supplied with new evidence from Geneva, the officials of the Inquisition arrested him on 5 April
 and this time the odds were against him. But two days later he managed to escape from his prison in Vienne and since seemed to have disappeared into thin air.

        But then, four months later, on Sunday 13 August
, he was recognized in Geneva, immediately arrested and brought to court. Two and a half month later his judges confirmed the verdict of the tribunal in Vienne (after his escape he was burned there in effigy): the death sentence. On 27 October
 his life ended in Geneva on the stake.

        Who or what is to blame for this outcome?
 For many the answer is beyond dispute: the blame should be attributed to 
John Calvin, since he pulled the strings in Geneva in a merciless way.
 In this opinion the talented Calvin resembles a repulsive and nasty person of the type frequently depicted in novels: men with 
considerable competences but little compassion. So Servetus should have fallen victim to the inflexible interests of Calvin’s theology and policy.
 This reasoning is still circulating, contributing to a tainted reputation of Calvin in the present time.

        However, the present book will introduce ample evidence for a new assessment.

      

      
        Timespan and method

        The present study starts in the beginnings of 1553 when Servetus’ book Christianismi restitutio
 without author’s name appeared clandestinely in Vienne, but in spite of these precautions Servetus got into trouble by a trick of Calvin who was under the spell of a rescue attempt of five students in Lyon who faced execution because of their protestant faith. Usually historical studies about Servetus’ execution start with his arrival in Geneva on 13 August 1553
, but this rescue attempt is connected with it.

        The story ends with Servetus’ execution in Geneva at the spot where criminals awaited the stake, Champel, on 27 October 1553
. The time after this date falls out of the scope of this study. Therefore the subsequent criticism of for example Sebastian Castellio will be touched on only superficially, since it interpreted Servetus’ execution rather than that it provided new evidence.
 

        
The method, of which the present book tries to make the most, is a descriptive one based on primary sources. Relevant dates are printed in italics when they support the chronological fabric of the story. Chapter I deals with the rescue operation of five students in Lyon which preoccupied Calvin four months before Servetus’ arrival in Geneva and played a part during the subsequent trial of Servetus in Geneva. Chapter II describes the vulnerable position of Calvin and his colleagues at the moment Servetus turned up in Geneva, and this vulnerability gave them little room for manoeuvre. The next chapters explore in three rounds Servetus’ trial in Geneva: chapter III focuses on an eye-catching change in Servetus’ defence, which requires an explanation; the chapters IV and V deal with the new direction Geneva’s Council took about the same time as Servetus’ change; the chapters VI and VII look at the fabric of the trial. The final two chapters establish the main findings: VIII sets forth, more in general, that there is much against the negative image of Calvin as the mighty potentate who tyranized Geneva in the time of Servetus’ trial; and it proposes also a reinterpretation of two details which were for long brought forward as proofs of Calvin’s gloomy character; and IX will concentrate on the specific parts played by the leading figures.

        A complication of this composition was, that several events show up more than once, but under different perspectives: for example the crucial decisions of Geneva’s Council on 1 September
 function in chapter III within the scope of Servetus’ accommodation to the goals of Calvin’s opponents, and in chapter IV within Geneva’s attempts to get a grip on Servetus’ trial to bring it to a conclusion. Several times a series of summarized evidence will be presented in overviews, mostly in telegram style, i.e., not always with all the elements of grammatically complete sentences, in order to let the vast body of evidence do its work.

        After the first two chapters the notes will increase in number and size for two reasons. First, since the two opening chapters deal 
with circumstances which are adequately investigated, extra notes to establish the facts are not necessary. However, the importance of their description is that in historical research they were seldom evaluated in their impact on Servetus’ trial. The following chapters III-VII, however, concentrate on events which occurred within three months and which are intertwined and need careful assessment to lay bare the main developments. It is as circling several times round one single complex situation. And moreover, some of the prime sources, for example the Acts of Geneva’s Council, frequently cover up sensitive information about its own members or about what was in the wind. It is, therefore, necessary to scrutinize the communications these Acts offer in order to determine their implication.
 The chapters VIII and IX provide fewer notes, since they frequently are on the basis of recapitulations of the findings in the previous chapters.

        The notes may also help readers to recognize nuances difficult to grasp in translations; therefore providing the original texts enables to check them more in depth. When a specific issue appears more than once, the original texts frequently reappear in the notes as aides-memoires to the specific meaning. The notes are further used to discuss details which need consideration, but would easily disturb the storyline when dealt with in the main text.

        For reasons of convenience quotations of great length are printed indented.

        The spelling of a few words and punctuation marks in texts of the 16th century are slightly accommodated to modern standards by distinguishing between i/j, u/v and the use of the apostroph in ç (so that “iustice” becomes “justice”, “ie” becomes “je”, “uos” becomes “vos”, “scavant” becomes “sçavant” and so on).
 

      

      
        Main sources and literature

        
The main sources are:

        
          
            Letters exchanged by contemporaries
 

            Jean Crespin, Histoire des martyrs

 (about the five prisoners in Lyon)

            The acts of Servetus’ trial in Vienne
 

            The acts of Servetus’ trial in Geneva
 

            Registres du Consistoire de Genève au temps de Calvin
 (Genève, 1996-) esp. IV-VIII
 

            “Historia de morte Serveti”,
 commonly attributed to Sebastian Castellio

            
Calvin’s Defensio orthodoxae fidei de sacra Trinitate
 and its French translation Declaration pour maintenir la vraye foy de la Trinité.

 

          

        

        A short overview of the main literature about the Servetus affair has to start with the still indispensable scholarly milestone of Roland Bainton.
 In the same year of commemoration of Servetus’ death, 1953, a study of Pierre Cavard about Servetus’ trial in Vienne appeared.
 More recently, 450 years after Servetus’ death, the scholarly study of Marian Hillar was published.
 Valuable for understanding the epoch in question are further the more recent studies of: William Naphy about Calvin’s role in Geneva shortly before and during Servetus’ arrival; Christian Grosse about the excommunication of Philibert Berthelier, Calvin’s unrelenting opponent in 1553; and Hans Guggisberg about Sebastian Castellio (some details were rather uncritically borrowed from him in later historical exposés).
 

      

      
        The heart of the matter

        
In what follows Calvin figures as someone involved in Servetus’ trial in another way than has frequently been suggested. Servetus too appears in a new way: with features of a gentleman, jealously exploring new ways in theology, at the same time also obtrusive and somewhat unguided in his opinions; his life ended in dire circumstances: he struggled without emerging, which may have moved him to accept the help of men who shortly after let him down. Servetus represents a solitary human being, used to choose his own way if need be against all, at the end lacking a helping hand. His loud cry after he had heard his final verdict
 evidences a shocking aloneness.

      

      

    

  

  
    p.13

    
      1

      
          The relevant part in the letter of 10 Dec. 1553 of Guillaume Farel to Ambrosius Blarer, working as a reformed minister in Biel, runs: “Inter eundum ad supplicium, quum aliqui ex fratribus admonerent ut ingenue culpam agnosceret suaque detestaretur errata, ille dixit se iniuste pati et victimam duci, precabaturque ut Deus accusatoribus esset propitius. Ego statim respondi: Tu quum gravissime peccaris te iustificas? Si ita pergis ego te sino iudicio Dei, nec amplius tecum progrediar: decreveram tibi adesse et omnes hortari ut precarentur pro te, sperans te plebem aedificaturum; nolebam recedere a te donec ultimum suspirium, ut dicitur, redderes. Hic ille cessavit nec amplius aliquid eiusmodi est loquutus. Petebat quidem veniam erratorum et ignorantiae ac delictorum, sed nunquam plenam edidit confessionem. Oravit saepius nobiscum nobis hortantibus: quin et praesentes pluries petiit ut precarentur pro eo Dominum”; CO 14, 694 and cf. Traugot Schiess, Briefwechsel der Blaurer
 3, 218-220 (a number after an italicized book title or its abbreviation in roman, both without a dividing comma, points to the volume, and after a comma follow the numbers of the book pages).

        

      

    

    p.14

    
      2

      
          Cf. Henri Naef, Les origines de la Réforme à Genève
 2 (Genève, 1968), 315-563, the contribution of Ch. Borgeaud in: Guillaume Farel, 1489-1565, biographie nouvelle
 (Neuchâtel, 1930), 298-337 [Guillaume Farel
], and Frans p. van Stam, “Farels und Calvins Ausweisung aus Genf am 23. April 1538”, in: ZKG 110 (1999), 209-228: this banishment of Farel and Calvin (within two years after Geneva had sided officially with the Reformation on 21 Mai 1536) proves that the position of Geneva’s ministers was vulnerable. About Farel see also: Jean-François Gilmont, Insupportable mais fascinant, Jean Calvin, ses amis, ses ennemis et les autres
 (Turnhout, 2012), 17-24.

        

      

    

    
      3

      
          Farel had arrived in Geneva only just the evening before the execution, cf. Guillaume Farel
, 642-643.

        

      

    

    p.15

    
      4

      
          See about the titles and contents of Servetus’ books and a summary of his life: A. Gordon Kinder, Michael Servetus
 (Baden-Baden, 1989).

        

      

    

    
      5

      
          Cf. the assessment of Oecolampadius, composed in the summer of 1531, about the contents of Servetus’ book: Paul Roth, Aktensammlung zur Geschichte der Basler Reformation in den Jahren 1519 bis Anfang 1534
 5 (Basel, 1945), 306-308. Some relevant parts of this assessment run: this book contains “vill unverstentlicher materien ... mit vermischung der sprachen unnd der philosophy, gmeinem mann unerkant”; in his book Servetus has “das klar nit weniger verdunckelt dann das dunckel erklert, haspelt vil undereinander, wider­spricht offtermall sym selbs, zicht die christelichen leerer, das sie nit verdient hand. In vilen orten hat er wortstrit, mag etlich wort von andern nit liden, deren doch er selbs, wo sie im geliebenn, gbrucht”; Servetus derided the relation between God the Father and God the Son by putting questions as: “Wo got hab ein wib ghabt, ob er nut ein wib and mann sy?”; Servetus foisted upon us “glich als bekenten wir vil götter”; and Oecolampadius concluded his assessment about the book with the advice “das sy eintweder gantz undertruckt wurden oder gelesen von denen, die sich der nit miszbruchten.”

        

      

    

    p.16

    
      6

      
          Cf. the plan of this extensive book (734 pages in the original edition of 1553, which contain a great variety of subjects as: de Trinitate, de fide, de justificatione, de regno Christi, de operibus bonis, de regeneratione, de orbis perditione, de baptismi efficacia, de coena domini, and at the end an apology against Melanchthon) in Joy Kleinstuber’s edition of Calvin’s counterpart, Defensio
 (which appeared in Feb. 1554) in COR IV/5 (Geneva, 2009), 215-216, and also Marian Hillar, Michael Servetus, intellectual giant, humanist, and martyr
 (Lanham, 2002), 89-117. The book also contains Servetus’ treatise about the circulation of the blood “to exemplify the contact of God-Spirit’s omniform being with our most hidden physiological motions” (this conviction caused the “accusation of pantheism”); A. Gordon Kinder, Michael Servetus
 (Baden-Baden, 1989), 14. Of the final collection in this book of his 30 letters to Calvin, Calvin had received about 1547 only 17 items.

        

      

    

    
      7

      
          Calvin in his Defensio
 seems to have pondered whether Servetus’ execution had been inevitable by declaring that another outcome of the trial had been possible when Servetus had presented himself in a more moderate way: “nullum instabat gravioris poenae periculum, siquo modo fuisset sanabilis. Atqui tantum abfuit a quaerenda moderatione, ut iactantiae et ferociae plenus, sana omnia et utilia consilia petulanter respuerit”; COR IV/5, 28, and the same passage in the French translation Déclaration
, 55: “Et de faict, il n’estoit point en dangier, comme je pense, de tomber en punition rigoureuse, s’il se fust monstré aucunement docile et qu’il eust donné espoir de retourner à bien. Or tant s’en faut qu’il tendist à voye de moderation, que plustost estant plein de vanterie et enflé d’orgueil, il rejettoit fierement tous bons conseils, et qui luy eussent esté utiles”; cf. below p. 297 n. 91.

        

      

    

    p.17

    
      8

      
          Even general dictionaries transmit this specific approach as beyond dispute, see Collins concise English dictionary
 (third edition of 1993), 1227, where the theologian and physician Servetus gets as extra detail only that he “was burnt at the stake by order of Calvin”, and the same statement in Cyril L. Beeching, Dictionary of dates
 (2
Oxford, 1997), 184: on 27 Oct. 1553 “the Spanish theologian and physician Michael Servetus was burned at the stake at Geneva by order of John Calvin”; cf. also the dictum of Friedrich Nietzsche in his Menschliches, allzumenschliches
, 101: “Wer darf dem Genfer Calvin die Verbrennung des Arztes Servet vorwerfen? Es war eine konsequente, aus seinen Überzeugungen fliessende Handlung”; Friedrich Nietzsche, Werke in drei Bänden
 1 (Darmstadt, 1997), 508. Gottfried Arnold, Unparteiische Kirchen- und Ketzerhistorie
 II.3.4 (Franckfurt am Mann, 1729 = Hildesheim, 1967), 747-748, passed on Hugo Grotius’ opinion: Servetus is “auf anregen Calvini Anno 1553 lebendig verbrannt worden”, and also the details: “Calvinus soll ihn [Servetus] haben zum tode führen sehen, und dazu gelachet, so dasz er das angesicht mit dem kleide verdecken müssen”, and from “Historia de morte Serveti”: Calvin had “neulich mit der that bewiesen, dasz er nach vieler blut dürstet.” Straightforward is also Oskar Pfister who characterized Calvin as the “Genfer Kirchendiktator” or “Religionsdiktator” with “sehr stark sadistische Tendenzen”, who exposed Servetus not only to the Catholic but also to the protestant Inquisition, see his Calvins Eingreifen in die Hexer- und Hexenprozesse von Peney 1545
 (Zürich, 1947), 86-87. Collecting an overview of the common opinions would produce a voluminous book with accusations running from “God’s bloodhound” to a mistake which was “the mistake of the age”, cf. Ronald S. Wallace, Calvin, Geneva and the Reformation
 (Edinburgh, 1988), 77 n. 6. Already in 1553 some contemporaries called Calvin a butcher because of Servetus’ execution (“ac si carnifex esset”; CO 14, 658). Another line of reasoning provides Jacob Spon who in his bestseller Histoire de la ville et de l’estat de Genève
 (Lyon, 1680) held responsible Geneva and the other reformed cities in Switzerland (in the Dutch translation Historie van Geneve
 (Amsterdam, 1688), 366: “De overigheydt van Genéve ende Switserlandt”). Interesting is the assessment of the renowned Jules Michelet who about 1856 in his Histoire de France
 declared himself intellectually an adherent of the ideas of Servetus and his friends (“Partisan de Servet et de la raison moderne, j’inclinait du côté de ses amis, les amis de la liberté (ou Libertins)
”) and at the same time stated that the faction in Geneva which supported Servetus would have caused the ruin of protestantism: “Je crois que ce parti [Libertins] eût livré Genève à la France. Malheur immense pour l’Europe. Servet comptait sur la victoire des Libertins, et c’est pour cela qu’il prolongea à Genève le séjour qui le perdit. Nul doute que Calvin n’ait cru sauver la religion et la patrie, la révolution européenne”; Œuvres de J. Michelet
, vol. 12 (Paris, 1887), 424, and cf. Michelet’s heading in the preceding vol. 10 (Paris, 1887), 498: “L’Europe sera sauvée par Genève.” Special is Karl Barth: in 1922 he started lectures on Calvin at the university of Göttingen and showed himself very enthusiastic about Geneva’s Reformer (“Calvin ist ein Wasserfall ... direkt vom Himalaja herunter” und “der Mann hat wahrscheinlich immer irgendwie Recht”), but at the same time he accepted Calvin’s responsibility for Servetus’ execution (“... Calvin, der den Servet hat verbrennen lassen”; Karl Barth Gesamtausgabe
 23: Die Theologie Calvins 1922 (Zürich, 1993), resp. IX and 425).

        

      

    

    p.18

    
      9

      
          Cf. the translation of the title of a book composed by Antonius van der Linde which appeared in 1891 in Groningen: Michael Servetus, holocaust of the reformed Inquisition.

        

      

    

    
      10

      
          For example two details: that Servetus was detected during the Sunday service in the cathedral of Saint-Pierre (or in the Madeleine?, see Registr. Comp. Pasteurs II, 3 n. 2), conducted by Calvin (for the first time in “Historia de morte Serveti”, M2r (for the book see below n. 18): after Servetus had arrived in Geneva “eodem die videlicet Dominico, audivit concionem post prandium. Ibi cum ante inceptam concionem sederet una cum aliis, agnitus est a quibusdam, qui id continuo Calvino nunciatum iverunt”; Bainton, Hunted heretic
, 259 n. 3, considered this story as dubious); and the second detail that Calvin’s face had showed a smile the moment Servetus was transported to the place of his execution (for the first time in “Historia de morte Serveti”, M3v: “Sunt qui affirmant Calvinum cum vidisset ad supplicium duci Servetum subrisisse, vultu sub sinu vestis leviter dejecto”). Both details lack support from the sources.

        

      

    

    p.20

    
      11

      
          An example of keeping silent about what exactly was going on offers the communication in the Council’s Acts on 5 Sep. 1553, that Geneva’s General Treasurer “has to wait some time” before accomplishing his mission to the other reformed churches in the Swiss countries. We know the name of the man, Claude du Pan, an adherent of Calvin, but why had he to wait? In research one is obliged to offer an option for this delay, cf. below ch. IV.

        

      

    

    
      12

      
          Cf. COR VI/1, 30-31.

        

      

    

    p.21

    
      13

      
          Many of these edited in CO, 14.

        

      

    

    
      14

      
          Its first edition did appear in 1554. In the present book the edition of Daniel Benoit, vol. 1 (Toulouse, 1885) is used. The publication Correspondance inédite des cinq étudiants martyrs brulés à Lyon en 1553 retrouvée dans la Bibliothèque de Vadian à St-Gall et suivie d’un cantique attribué à Pierre Bergier
 (Genève, 1854) [= Cinq étudiants
] produces about 20 additional documents. Des cinq escoliers bruslez à Lyon
 (Genève, 1878) [= Cinq escoliers
] provides the full text from Crespin together with 30 additional letters from the Library of Joachim Vadianus in St Gallen. About the various editions of Crespin’s Histoire des martyrs
 see Jean-François Gilmont, Jean Crespin, un éditeur réformé du XVIe
 siècle
 (Genève, 1981).

        

      

    

    
      15

      
          In CO 8, 833-856.

        

      

    

    
      16

      
          In CO 8, 721-832. Indispensable for the study of these acts are: Albert Rilliet, Relation du procès criminel intenté à Genève, en 1553, contre Michel Servet
 (Genève, 1844) [= Rilliet, Relation du procès contre Servet
] and Amédée Roget, Histoire du peuple de Genève depuis la Réforme jusqu’à l’Escalade
 4 (Genève, 1877) [= Roget, Histoire
].

        

      

    

    
      17

      
          Abbreviated as Registr. Consist. Calvin (followed by the volume in Roman numerals).

        

      

    

    
      18

      
          The “Historia de morte Serveti” was published as an appendix in Castellio’s Contra libellum Calvini
 (Amsterdam, 1612), M2r-M4v, and with some corrections in Johan L. von Mosheim, Anderweitiger Versuch einer vollständigen und unpartheyischen Ketzergeschichte
 ([Helmstedt, 1748]) [= Mosheim, Anderweitiger Versuch]
, 446-451. A French translation has been edited by Bernard Roussel in: Valentine Zuber (ed.), Michel Servet (1511-1553), Hérésie et pluralisme du XVIe
 au XXIe
 siècle
 (Paris, 2007), 176-183 [= Zuber, Michel Servet
]. Uwe Plath, Calvin und Basel in den Jahre 1552-1556
 (Basel, 1974), 89-93 [= Plath, Calvin und Basel
] provides evidence to attribute this anonymous writing to Castellio. When Castellio is rightly considered as its author, he must have used sources because he was not an eyewitness, and one of his sources may have been Jerome Bolsec.

        

      

    

    p.22

    
      19

      
          This book, Defensio
, contains documents relating to the trial and it appeared in Feb. 1554. We used the edition of Joy Kleinstuber in COR IV/5 (Genève, 2009). Before this new edition with annotations the edition in CO 8, 453-644 was in use. Almost simultaneously a French translation of Calvin’s book appeared [= Declaration]
, which also was available in Feb. 1554. Most probably Calvin himself composed this translation, cf. Rodolphe Peter, Jean-François Gilmont, Bibliotheca calviniana, les oeuvres de Jean Calvin publiées au xvi
e
 siècle
 I (Genève, 1991), 508-510 [= BC]. The significance of this French translation is that in it Calvin several times reveals more than in his Latin edition. Thanks to Google we could consult the original French text. It has been partly edited with valuable annotations in: Calvin, Œuvres
, Francis Higman and Bernard Roussel (eds) (Ligugé, 2009), 893-936 and 1340-1474 [= Calvin, Œuvres
]. The book is not available (by feelings of shame about the affair?) in another modern translation than a Hungarian according to Michael Bihary, Bibliographia calviniana, Calvin’s works and their translations
 (Prague, 2000).

        

      

    

    
      20

      
          Roland H. Bainton, Hunted heretic, the life and death of Michael Servetus, 1511-1553
 (Boston, 1960; first edition in 1953) [= Bainton, Hunted heretic]
]. The first edition appeared in 1953: four centuries after Servetus’ execution. The book of Sape van der Woude, Verguisd geloof, de lotgevallen van Michaël Servet, martelaar van protestantse onverdraagzaamheid en Sebastiaan Castellio, apostel der godsdienstvrijheid
 (Delft, [1953]) resembles the publication of Bainton.

        

      

    

    
      21

      
          Pierre Cavard, Le procès de Michel Servet à Vienne
 (Vienne, 1953) [= Cavard, Le procès
].

        

      

    

    
      22

      
          Marian Hillar with Claire S. Allen, Michael Servetus, intellectual giant, humanist, and martyr
 (New York, 2002) [= Hillar, Michael Servetus
].

        

      

    

    
      23

      
          William G. Naphy, Calvin and the consolidation of the Genevan Reformation
 (Manchester, 1994) [= Naphy, Consolidation
]; Christian Grosse, L’excommunication de Philibert Berthelier, Histoire d’un conflit d’identité aux premiers temps de la Réforme genevoise (1547-1555)
 (Genève, 1995) [= Grosse, L’excommunication de Berthelier
]; Hans R. Guggisberg, Sebastian Castellio, Humanist und Verteidiger der religiösen Toleranz im konfessionellen Zeitalter
 (Göttingen, 1997) [= Guggisberg, Sebastian Castellio
]. For abbreviations of journals cf. Siegfried Schwertner, Theologische Realenzyklopädie
 [= TR], Abkürzungsverzeichnis
 (Berlin, 1976).

        

      

    

    p.23

    
      24

      
          Calvin would interpret it otherwise in his book about the trial in which he defended Geneva’s Council against criticism about the outcome of Servetus’ trial: he used this cry of despair and aloneness as proof that Servetus did not deserve to be revered as a martyr, because martyrs display steadfastness and calmness in the face of death. It deserves attention, that Calvin is almost the only source for Servetus’ desperate crying. But Calvin was most probably not among the men who then witnessed Servetus (members of Geneva’s Council delivered him this verdict), so he depended on the report of others. The version of Calvin’s comment in the Latin edition of his book differs a little from the one in the French translation, resp. : “Ex quo mors ei [Servetus] denuntiata est, nunc attonito similis haerere, nunc alta suspiria edere, nunc instar lymphatici eiulare”, and: “quand on luy eut apporté les nouvelles de mort, il estoit par intervalles comme ravi; après il jettoit des souspirs qui retentissoyent en toute la salle; par fois il se mettoit à huller comme un homme hors du sens”; COR IV/5, 50 = CO 8, 498 and Declaration
, 95, cf. CO 8, 826, n. 3. In the present time one wonders whether Servetus still hoped for a milder punishment, for example banishment, at the time Geneva’s Council delivered him their verdict.
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