
		
			4.18. Add or remove titles

		

		
			 

		

		
			 

			 

			To make a chart easier to understand, you can add titles, such as a chart title and axis titles. Axis titles are typically available for all axes that can be displayed in a chart, including depth (series) axes in 3-D charts. Some chart types (such as radar charts) have axes, but they cannot display axis titles. Chart types that do not have axes (such as pie and doughnut charts) cannot display axis titles either. You have two ways to add chart and axis titles to the chart. To do this, follow these steps:

			1.a. If you want to add them manually you had to click the Chart Title and Axis Title icons on Layout tab (under Excel 2010) or Chart Layout tab (under Excel for Mac 2011). 

			1.b. Another method is to choose a chart layout which contains the axis and chart titles. This predefined layout style you could choose from Chart Layouts group on Design tab (under Excel 2010) or Change Chart Type group on Charts tab (under Excel for Mac 2011).

			2. After that you can enter manually the chart and axis titles or to link them to corresponding text in worksheet cells by creating a reference to those cells. Linked titles are automatically updated in the chart when you change the corresponding text on the source data’s worksheet.

			To format the text, select it, and then use the formatting options from Fonts group on Home tab. If you want more formatting options, you can access them by right clicking the axis or chart title and choosing the Format Chart Title or Format Axis Title option.

			 

			If you switch to another chart type that does not support axis titles (for example to a doughnut chart), the axis titles will no longer be displayed. The titles will be displayed again when you switch back to a chart type that does support axis titles.

			 

			To remove a chart title, click Chart Title, and then click None. To remove an axis title, click Axis Title, click the type of axis title that you want to remove, and then click None.

			 

			 

			TIPP:  

			If the chart has a secondary horizontal or vertical axis, you can also click Secondary Horizontal Axis Title and Secondary Vertical Axis Title from Layout tab’s Labels group (under Excel 2010) or Chart Layout tab’s Labels group (under Excel for Mac 2011).

			 

			 

		

	
		
			4.19. Images as data series fill color

		

		
			 

		

		
			 

			 

			In Excel you can customize your data series’ look by adding a picture as pattern. 

			To do this Under Excel 2010, right click the data series, select Format Data Series. In the Format Data Series dialog box, choose the Fill tab and the Picture or texture fill checkbox. At this point you can choose the image that you want to use as pattern for the column or other data series (Figure 115).

			
				[image: figure195.jpg]
			

			 After you selected it just click OK. The result will be an eye-catching and highly customized 

		

		
			chart, as shown in Figure 116. Maybe it’s not an old-school business chart but I like it.

			
				[image: figure196.jpg]
			

			 

			Under Excel for Mac 2011 you can access this option by opening the paint bucket drop-down on 

		

		
			 

		

		
			Format tab and selecting the Fill Effects option. As you see in Figure 117, the Format Data Series dialog box appears. 
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			After you choose the proper pattern file by accessing the Fill tab on the left side, click OK to apply that. The result will be something like the chart presented in Figure 116.

			 

		

		
			 

		

	
		
			4.20. Add or remove data labels

		

		
			 

			 

			You can add also a data label to the chart by using the Data Labels command on Layout tab (under Excel 2010) or on Chart Layout tab (under Excel for Mac 2011). 

			Under Excel 2010 you can access more options by opening the Data Labels drop-down and choosing the More Data Label Options (Figure 118). Depending on the chart type that you used, different data label options will be available. 

			
				[image: figure198.jpg]
			

			 

			To remove data labels, click Data Labels, and then click None. You can also quickly remove it clicking on it and pressing Delete.

			 

			 

		

		
			 

		

		
			To access more data label options under Excel for Mac 2011, open the Data Labels drop-down on Chart Layout tab and select the Data Label Options command  (Figure 119). If you want to remove the data label just click No Data Labels in the same drop-down.

			
				[image: figure199.jpg]
			

			 

			 

		

	
		
			4.21. Show or hide your chart’s legend

		

		
			 

		

		
			 

			 

			When you create a chart, the legend appears. If the legend not appears automatically, you can add it by selecting the chart and clicking the Legend in the Labels group on Layout tab (under Excel 2010) or Chart Layout tab (under Excel for Mac 2011). You can also change its location by dragging it. 

			When you click one of the display options, the legend moves, and the plot area automatically adjusts to make room for it. If you move and size the legend by dragging it, the plot area does not automatically adjust.

			To hide the legend, click None in the Labels group on Layout tab or Chart Layout tab. It’s a more simple method to select the legend and press Delete.

			 

			 

		

		
			 

			TIPP: 

			When the legend is visible, you can modify the individual legend entries by editing the corresponding data on the worksheet. 
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4.18. Add or remove titles

To make a chart easier to understand, you can add titles, such as a chart title and axis titles. Axis
titles are typically available for all axes that can be displayed in a chart, including depth (series)
axes in 3-D charts. Some chart types (such as radar charts) have axes, but they cannot display axis
titles. Chart types that do not have axes (such as pie and doughnut charts) cannot display axis titles
either. You have two ways to add chart and axis titles to the chart. To do this, follow these steps:
1l.a. If you want to add them manually you had to click the Chart Title and Axis Title icons on
Layout tab (under Excel 2010) or Chart Layout tab (under Excel for Mac 2011).

1.b. Another method is to choose a chart layout which contains the axis and chart titles. This
predefined layout style you could choose from Chart Layouts group on Design tab (under Excel
2010) or Change Chart Type group on Charts tab (under Excel for Mac 2011).

2. After that you can enter manually the chart and axis titles or to link them to corresponding text
in worksheet cells by creating a reference to those cells. Linked titles are automatically updated in
the chart when you change the corresponding text on the source data’s worksheet.

To format the text, select it, and then use the formatting options from Fonts group on Home tab.
If you want more formatting options, you can access them by right clicking the axis or chart title
and choosing the Format Chart Title or Format Axis Title option.

If you switch to another chart type that does not support axis titles (for example to a doughnut
chart), the axis titles will no longer be displayed. The titles will be displayed again when you switch
back to a chart type that does support axis titles.

To remove a chart title, click Chart Title, and then click None. To remove an axis title, click Axis
Title, click the type of axis title that you want to remove, and then click None.

TIPP:

If the chart has a secondary horizontal or vertical axis, you can also click Secondary Horizontal
Axis Title and Secondary Vertical Axis Title from Layout tab’s Labels group (under Excel 2010) or
Chart Layout tab’s Labels group (under Excel for Mac 2011).
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